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him to ask what would become of him, and whether he should not bear
him company; but his Master checked his inquisitive curiosity,

Christ appeared to the apostles, assembled together on a certain mountain
in Galilee,1 where he had appointed to meet them, and gave them a com-
mission to preach the gospel throughout all nations, promising to remain
with his Church all days to the end of the world. He manifested himself
also to five hundred disciples at once.8 When the apostles had spent some
time in Galilee, they returned to Jerusalem, where, ten days before the
feast of Pentecost, Christ favoured them with his last appearance and
commanded them to preach baptism and penance, and to confirm their
doctrine by miracles.3 Faith being essentially dark, mysterious, and super-
natural, and the dispensations of providence and of the divine grace and
mercy being above the reach of human reason, the great and necessary
knowledge of these most important saving truths can only be conveyed
to men by the divine revelation. This in the new law of the gospel was
immediately communicated to the apostles, with a charge that they should
promulge and propagate it in all nations of the earth. Poor illiterate men,
destitute of every human succour, were made the instruments of this great
work; and at their head was placed an ignorant fisherman, whose know-
ledge, when he was called to the apostleship, did not reach beyond his nets
and boat. Yet this little troop triumphed over the wisdom of philosophers,
the eloquence of orators, the authority of the greatest princes, the force of
customs, policy, interest, superstition, and all the passions of men; over
the artifices and persecutions of the whole world confederated against them.
So powerful was the Spirit of God which enlightened their understandings
and spoke by their mouths; such was the evidence of their testimony, con-
firmed by innumerable incontestable miracles, and by the heavenly temper
and sanctity which their words and actions breathed; and lastly, sealed by
their blood.

The extraordinary gifts and graces by which the apostles were qualified
for this great function were the fruit of the descent of the Holy Ghost,
who shed his beams upon them on Whitsunday, After the ascension of
Christ, they waited the coming of that Divine Spirit in retirement and
prayer. In the meantime, St Peter proposed to the assembly the election
of a new apostle, whereupon St Matthias was chosen. The prince of the
apostles, having received the Holy Ghost, made a sermon to the Jews,
who were assembled about the disciples upon the fame of this prodigy, and
he converted three thousand by the mildness and powerful unction of his
words. We have great reason to admire the change which the grace of
the Holy Ghost wrought in St Peter, both in the intrepidity and courage
which he showed, and still more in his humility, patience, and meekness.
He appeared always so ready to yield to everyone, and to humble himself

* Matt, xxviii.                       * i Cor. xv. 5.                    * Mark xvi. 15.   Luke xxiv. 44.

3. Y